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TOKYO OLYMPIC GAMES — ARAN ZALEWSKI 
Statement 

HON JACKIE JARVIS (South West) [10.15 pm]: I stand today to acknowledge the fantastic performance by 
the Australian men’s and women’s hockey teams at the Tokyo Olympics, and acknowledge especially the captain 
of the men’s hockey team, Aran Zalewski, who is of course from Margaret River. For members who do not know, 
Hockey Australia’s high performance unit is based in Perth, which means all our hockey Olympians have been 
living, working and playing hockey in Perth for the last few years. The women’s hockey team, the Hockeyroos, won 
their first five games in a row. That is not bad for a team that has not had any international competition for more than 
18 months, unlike its European counterparts. The women’s hockey team won five games in a row. Unfortunately, 
in the quarter final—hockey can be a heartbreaking game—they were knocked out in a sudden-death playoff when 
they lost by just one goal. They certainly left the Olympics with their heads held high at quarter final level. The 
Kookaburras, the men’s hockey team, played a number of games and got through to the gold medal match, where 
they met Belgium. At the end of full time it was a draw and, unfortunately, the team lost out by just one goal during 
a penalty shootout, but have come home with a silver medal. 
I mentioned the captain of the Australian men’s hockey team, Aran Zalewski from Margaret River. Aran was raised 
in Margaret River. His parents Wally and Cathy Zalewski still live in Margaret River. Aran started playing hockey 
when he was a student at Margaret River Primary School. He is on the public record as acknowledging his primary 
schoolteacher, who was also a junior hockey coach and a family friend, Mark Harrison. Mark Harrison was a teacher at 
Margaret River Primary School when Aran was there, and Aran has been publicly quoted as acknowledging the support 
he got from Mark as a teacher. I worked out that Aran would have left Margaret River Primary School about 18 years 
ago and I am happy to report that Mark Harrison is still a teacher at Margaret River Primary School. He has continued 
to be involved in the Margaret River Hockey Club for as long as my children were playing there. My three daughters all 
played hockey at the Margaret River Hockey Club and Mark Harrison has been a permanent fixture at the club, as 
has Wally Zalewski, Aran’s dad, despite the fact that his son has not played for Margaret River for a couple of decades. 
Wally has also been a passionate advocate for the Margaret River Hockey Club and continues to remain involved. 
Just a little about Aran. As I mentioned, Aran is a product of Margaret River Primary School. He first featured 
in the national hockey team in 2011. By 2012, he was in the Olympic development squad. He did not quite make 
it into the Olympic team that year, but in 2014 helped Australia win a gold medal in the Commonwealth Games 
and also the world cup. By 2016, he had represented Australia at the Rio Olympics. In 2018 there was another 
Commonwealth Games. Members might remember that this was on the Gold Coast. I was fortunate enough to 
see a couple of hockey matches on the Gold Coast to see Aran play and Australia win a gold medal at those 
Commonwealth Games. Aran played his 200th international game representing Australia at the Tokyo Olympics 
at the semifinal and then in the grand final, he led Australia to a silver medal.  
Aran grew up in Margaret River. He is a product of Margaret River Primary School. Country kids who are talented 
in team sports do really well as juniors because they get to play against adults. It is a feature in country towns that 
kids who are really good at sport end up playing hockey, footy or netball against the best adults in the competition. 
Unfortunately, it also means they outgrow the competition. My understanding from what I read is that by the time 
Aran was about 12 or 13 years old, he was already playing in the South West Hockey League, which is the top 
competition in the south west, based out of Bunbury Hockey Stadium. I guess there was nowhere else for him to 
go in the south west so he relocated to Perth. He went to Aquinas College as a boarding student. 
I note that that happened in the early 2000s. Since then, a lot of support has been offered to regional athletes. I have 
a media release from Hon Dr Tony Buti dated 7 July on three-year funding arrangements for regional athlete 
development, including the regional athletic support program. The $3 million funding will support the regional 
talent development network and regional athlete travel subsidy scheme. These grants will go to programs across 
regional Western Australia. Closest to my heart is obviously the South West Academy of Sport, which has a mix 
of government funding and corporate support. It is close to my heart because my daughter has been a member of 
its hockey development squad for the last few years. Under that program, talented kids from a number of towns 
across the south west can play AFL, netball and hockey and compete in individual athletics. There are swimmers, 
a wheelchair athlete and cyclists who get a certain level of support from the South West Academy of Sport. The 
hockey squad is coached by former Hockeyroo Nicole Arrold. These kids are getting world-class hockey coaching 
in their region. Similar programs are run at the Midwest Academy of Sport and in Broome and Esperance, and the 
great southern, goldfields and wheatbelt regions. These programs are fantastic because it means that country kids 
do not necessarily need to leave at the age of 12 or 13 to access high-level coaching. 
I want to mention that Aran is a great product of the south west. I was incredibly thrilled when he agreed to do a Zoom 
meeting with the hockey kids development squad at the South West Academy of Sport. About a week and a half 
before the Tokyo Olympics, on the night before he was due to fly to Darwin with the team for its final training session, 
he gave up about an hour and a half of his time to talk to the kids via Zoom. He answered their questions and talked 
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about the pitfalls he has had along the way and the challenges. He said that the only time he received any publicity 
was when he went surfing in Margaret River during lockdown with his mate Nat Fyfe. Apparently, he told the kids 
that he was quite glad that he was a bit under the radar media-wise until then. I think it is fantastic that someone at 
that level freely gave his time to talk to those kids, as I said, the night before travelling to compete at the Olympics. 

House adjourned at 10.23 pm 
__________ 
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